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THE GOSPEL OF JOHN. 



TSEME 



JESUS MANIFESTED AS THE SON OF GOD. 

Studies 

By William R. Harper and George S. Goodspeed. 

[Copyrighted by the Student Publishing Co.] 



Division VI. 12: 1-50. The Last Appeal and the Solemn Judgment. 

Remark. — Shall Jesus be entrapped by the Council and their malice culminate in secret 
murder ? Something must be done at this crisis. Another opportunity is given him for a 
public manifestation even at the Passover in Jerusalem. He will be master of the situa- 
tion by forcing the authorities openly to proceed against him as he offers himself to the 
nation as their Messiah. His triumphal march to death is portrayed in three striking pic- 
tures and the public work is over. 

§ i. Chapter 12:1-11. 

1. The Scripture Material : 

1) Vs. 1, 2. Jesus, reaching Bethany six days before the Passover, is given 
a feast at which Martha serves and Lazarus, whom he raised from the 
dead, is present. 

2) v. 3. Mary anoints his feet with a pound of precious oil and wipes 
them with her hair ; the perfume fills the house. 

3) vs. 4-6. Judas Iscariot, the disciple who was to betray him, objects to 
the use of money which might relieve the poor, the real reason being 
that as treasurer of the company he stole from the money box. 

4) vs. 7, 8. Jesus replies, Let her keep this in preparation for my burial. 
The poor you can always help, but I am soon to be gone. 

5) vs. 9-1 1. The Jewish multitude come out especially to see Lazarus and 
as a result they believe on Jesus, but the priests on this account plan to 
kill Lazarus also. 
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2. The Anointing and its Meaning : A feast is given to 
Jesus in Bethany after his arrival on Friday before the Pass- 
over. Martha and Lazarus are there. Mary selects this 
time and place to anoint his feet with an abundance of fra- 
grant costly oil, and wipes them with her hair. Judas Iscariot 
who is to betray Jesus suggests that what the oil would sell 
for could be used to better advantage in helping the poor. 
He really wanted the money to steal as he was accustomed to 
do with the money entrusted to him as treasurer of the com- 
pany. Jesus answers, "She wanted to save this for my 
burial. Let her carry out her purpose. I will not be long 
with you; the poor you can always help." Many of the 
" Jews'" followers, seeing Lazarus alive, believe on Jesus. 
The authorities, thereupon, decide to have Lazarus killed 
along with Jesus. 

3. Re-examination of the Material : 

1. Words and Phrases'. 

1) They made (v. 2), who (a) the villagers, or (b) the brother and sisters? (c) is any mo- 
tive suggested ? 

2) ointment sold {v. 5), (a) note form of expression, (b) had it been left over from the 
burial of Lazarus ? 

3) took away (v. 6), (a) i. e. "stole," (b) cf. margin. 

4) suffer her to keep, etc. (v. 7), i. e. (a) let her keep what is left, all has not been used 
in the anointing, or (b) cf. margin, or (c) this was her thought — lt I will keep it," etc., 
(d) did she really have the burial in mind in this act of anointing, or (e) was this 
Jesus' interpretation of her act ? 

5) my burying, (a) lit. " preparation for burial," (b) note that he recognizes that he has 
come to the beginning of the end. 

6) common people of the Jews (v. 9), (a) as contrasted with the leaders, (b) a division in 
the ranks of the faithful. 

7) went away (v. :i), i. e. deserted the cause of the religious leaders. 

2. Connections of Thought : 

1) Jesus therefore, etc. (v. 1), i. e. either (a) as others have gone up to the feast, (b) 
Jesus therefore goes, etc., or (a) as the council is plotting to take him secretly (b) he 
will thwart it by openly entering Jerusalem and (c) therefore comes, etc. 

2) Mary therefore etc. (v. 3), i. e. (a) since gratitude was shown by all, (b) Martha 
serving and Lazarus being present, (c) Mary would show her gratitude, and (d) 
" therefore took," etc. 

3) for the poor, etc. (v. 8), i. e. let it be done (a) great as is the expense, (b) though it 
may deprive the poor of needed help, (c) since I must be honored now or not at all, 
(d) and you will have poor to help after I am gone. 

4) common people therefore, etc. (v. 9), i. e. (a) since Jesus had openly come to Bethany 
and is feasted, (b) therefore the fact became known. 
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3. Manners and Customs : 

i) Pound of ointment, etc. (v. 3), (a) note the large amount, (1) a mark of great honor, 
(2) in the face of enemies, (b) consider the meaning of " spikenard," (c) study the cus- 
tom of " anointing " among the Jews, its manner and meaning, (d) what significance 
in using the " hair " to wipe the feet ? 

2) having the bag (v , 6), (a) lit. "chest," (b) he was treasurer, (c) what need had the 
disciples of money? (d) light on character of Judas (1) his business ability, (2) the 
test afforded, (3) the yielding to temptation, (4) source of John's knowledge (v. 6), (5) 
issue of this rebuke, cf . Mk. 14 : 10. 

A. Comparison of Material : 

Read carefully the accounts of similar anointings in Mt. Mk. and Lk. (cf. Lk. 7 : 36-50) 
compare with this and observe (a) omissions, (b) additions, (c) differences, and seek 
to account for these phenomena from the point of view of the special purpose of 
each narrative. 

5. Historical Points : 

1) Six days before, etc. (v. 1), note (a) date of Passover, (1) day of month, Nisan 14-15, 
(b) day of week, Friday-Saturday, or Thursday-Friday, (c) six days before would be 
(1) day of month 8-9 or 9-10, (2) day of week Thursday-Friday or Friday-Saturday. 

2) observe the important points in this narrative (a) insight of Jesus, (b) examples of 
devotion and faith, (c) development of enmity. 

6. Literary Data : 

Consider the phrase house mas Jilted, etc., (v. 3) as mark of an eye-witness. 

7. Review : 

With this material in mind the student may study again points 1 and 2. 



4. Religious Teaching : This may well be a lesson (T) of the 
folly of those who in the interests of humanity protest against su- 
preme devotion to Jesus Christ, and (2) of the real value and wide 
reaching significdnce of this supreme devotion to Him. We are 
not only greatest but also most useful to the world, when we are 
most given up to the love of the Christ. 

■% 2. Chapter 12:12-19. 



Remark.— The personal act of grateful love has served as the occasion for Jesus to pro- 
claim his approaching death and to manifest his kingliness in the face of the opposition 
which is soon to culminate. A new and public demonstration follows. 



I. The Scripture Material: 

1) Vs. 12, 13. Next day many visitors at the feast start from Jerusalem to 
meet Jesus, bearing palms and saying, Blessed be the one sent in the 
Lord's name, the King. 
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2) vs. 14, 15. Jesus comes sitting on a young ass — as it is written, Thy 
King comes riding on an ass's colt, O Zion. 

3) v. 16. The disciples did not then understand these things but after his 
exaltation they remembered both words and deeds. 

4) vs. 17, 18. T.iose who saw him raise Lazarus told it and led multitudes 
to come out and ineet him. 

5) v. 19. The Pharisees confess to one another their failure to defeat him, 
saying, Everybody follows him. 



2. The Joyful Welcome to Jerusalem : On Sunday Jesus 
is welcomed to Jerusalem by a crowd of visitors with palm 
branches crying, " Hail to the King whom the Lord sends." 
They had come out to meet him because of the testimony 
which those who had seen Lazarus raised bore to Jesus as the 
Christ. The Pharisees angrily remark on the infatuation of 
everybody for him in spite of their efforts. Jesus takes a 
young ass and rides on. Thus was fulfilled the prophecy that 
Zion's King should come amidst rejoicings riding on an ass's 
colt. The whole scene was manifest in its real meaning to 
the disciples only after Jesus' glorification. 

3. Re-examiriation of the Material : 

1. Words and Phrases: 

1) He that comet A, etc. (v. 13), (a) cf. Ps; 118:26, (b) a messianic cry, (c) announcing 
divine authority. 

2) King of Israel, (a) is this (1) another cry. or (2) a part of the first ? (b) official title. 

3) these things (v. 16), are they (a) merely the fulfilling of the prophecy, or (b) the ele- 
ments of the whole scene as involving (1) spiritual dignity, (2) humiliation. 

4) was glorified, i. e. had passed through suffering to the throne. 

5) bare witness (v. 17), (a) lit. "kept witnessing," (b) did they witness merely to the 
fact of the miracle or to its meaning and purpose as a " sign ?" 

2. Connections of Thought: 

The multitude therefore, etc. (v. 17), consider the relation of vs. 17, 18 to the preceding, 
(a) not a continuation of the thought of 12-16, but (b) a re-statement of the affair i. e. 
(1) since Jesus openly came to Bethany, and (2) much interest was excited in the 
presence of Lazarus there, (3) therefore those who had seen the raising of Lazarus 
"went to witnessing" concerning Jesus, and (4) moved the visitors to the feast to 
go out and meet him. 

3. Manners and Customs: 

1) branches of the palm trees (v. 13), their use and significance? 

2) sat thereon, etc. (v. 14), what did Jesus mean by selecting and riding on this animal ? 
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4. Historical Points : 

i) the morrow (v. 12), (a) probably Sunday, (b) light on the time of the " supper" (v. 2)? 

2) the Pharisees, etc. (v. 19), note the situation (a) a private conference, (b) their half- 
way measures a failure, (c) their leaders blamed, "ye," (d) hint that Caiphas fs 
right (cf. 11 : 49, 50). 

5. Comparison of Material : 

1) Collect and study the Old Testament quotations in these vss. 

2) Read carefully the other accounts of the entrance and note additions and differ- 
ences. 

6. Review : 

Note the light thrown on points 1 and 2 by this re-examination. 



4. Religious Teaching: An example of religious enthusi- 
asm; (J) Jesus arouses such enthusiasm, (2) He accepts it, (3) 
it is sometimes the appropriate outlet of religious thought and feel- 
ing, (4) its limitations and dangers in ignorance and super ficiality . 



% 3. Chapter 12:20-36. 



REMARK.— Private devotion and public enthusiasm together have exalted Jesus in his 
pathway to the Holy City and to death. Before that manifestation hostility is discomfited. 
Yet another illustration is given how Jesus is even in these circumstances glorified and 
how he discloses his insight into the meaning and scope of all his experience and ministry. 



I. The Scripture Material : 

1) Vs. 20-22. Greek visitors at the feast tell Philip that they wish to see 
Jesus. He tells Andrew and both tell Jesus. 

2) v. 23. Jesus replies, Now is the Son of man to be glorified. 

3) vs. 24, 25. Only when the wheat dies in the soil does it bear fruit ; 
loving life you lose it, hating it here you gain eternal life. 

4) v. 26. Let servants of mine follow me ; they shall be where I am ; my 
Father will honor them. 

5) vs. 27, 28. I am distressed; what shall I do? Father, deliver me; 
yet for this I am here ; glorify Thy name. A voice from heaven replies, 
I have done so and I will again. 

6) vs. 29, 30. While some thought that it thundered and others that it 
was an angel's voice, he says, This voice is for you. 
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7) vs. 31-33. Now is the world and its prince judged. I am to draw all 
men to me if I am lifted up from the earth ; (by this he meant how he 
was to die.) 

8) v. 34. The crowd replies, The law says that the Christ ever abides ; 
who is this Son of man who is to be removed? 

9) vs. 35, 36. He answers, Not long will you have the light. Walk by it, 
lest when darkness comes you fall. Believe in it that you may be sons 
of light. Then he leaves them. 



2. The Greeks' Visit begins the Son of man's Triumph : 

Some devout Greeks ask Philip to let them see Jesus. 
Andrew, whom Philip consults, takes him to Jesus with the 
news. Jesus says, " Do you know what I see in this? It 
betokens the exaltation of the Son of man to be the Saviour 
of the world." But involved in that exaltation is the suffering 
of death. Such, indeed, is the universal law: — in the 
natural world the seed must die to produce fruit ; among men 
the one who gives up his life for God and men attains eternal 
life. This is the law for my followers as well as for myself, 
the suffering, followed by the Father's fellowship. 

This dark experience now at hand fills me with anguish 
and confusion. Father, bring me safely through ! But why 
be so troubled? Surely with the certain prospect of victory I 
faced this gloomy fate. Father, glorify Thyself in the doing 
of a Father's work. A voice from the sky answers, "This 
I ever do." Jesus says to the murmuring crowd, "This 
voice was meant for you. For this is a solemn moment of 
judgment for mankind — this moment is the beginning of the 
downfall of him who usurps power over man. But as for 
me, I am to be crucified and through death to rise again into 
life. Thus exalted I will draw humanity to myself." 

The multitude has no patience with his reference to the 
Christ as a Son of man who must die. They will accept no 
Son of man who does not come to live forever. Whereupon 
Jesus replies, ' ' I bring you light on these great themes. 
But it will not always shine. See to it that you sincerely 
follow the guidance I give, lest soon you be left to your own 
blindness. By accepting the truth you see in me, you become 
yourselves true and strong." 

Having thus spoken, Jesus leaves them to themselves. 
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3. Re-examination of the Material : 

1, Words and Phrases: 

1) We would see Jesus (v. 21), (a) what was their motive ? (b) did Philip grant their 
request ? 

2) telleth Andrew (v. 22), why ? (a) he wants advice, or (b) these two especially 
intimate ? (cf . 6 : 5-8). 

3) Andrew cometh, etc., (a) he was on more familiar terms with Jesus, or (b) he felt 
unable to decide so important a matter, or (c) he thought that Jesus would be 
pleased to know it. 

4) troubled (v. 27), (a) cf. n : 33, (b) lit., " has been troubled," i. e. the anguish now 
culminates. 

5) what shall I say, does this mean (a) what is the proper thing to say to these people, 
or (b) how shall I express what I feel at this moment ? 

6) save me from, etc., (a) i. e. either (1) let me escape this suffering, or (2) bring me 
safely through it, (b) is this an answer to the preceding question, i. e. " shall I say, 
' Father save me,' " etc. ? 

7) for this cause, i. e. either (a) in order that I might suffer, or (b) that I might pass 
through the suffering into victory. 

2. Connections of Thought : 

1) These therefore came, etc. (v. 21), i. e. either (a) because they were Greeks and 
Philip was somehow, by name or home, connected with them, — or (b) because of 
the great interest which Jesus was arousing at the feast where they are, (c) therefore 
they ask Philip, etc. 

2) Jesus answereth them, etc. (v. 23), note connection of vs. 20-23, ( a ) Greeks ask Philip, 
(b) Philip shows Jesus to them (of which nothing is said), (c) afterwards Philip tells 
Andrew of it, (d) Andrew takes Philip and they tell Jesus about it, (e) to show him 
how great interest there is in him, (f) Jesus replies to their proud thoughts by show- 
ing how his glory comes through death, — or, (a) Greeks ask Philip, (b) Philip ques- 
tions whether Jesus will want to see them, (1) being foreigners, (2) whom Jews do 
not like, (3) to whom Jesus has declared that he was not sent, (c) before granting 
their request he consults Andrew and both consult Jesus, (d) Jesus corrects their 
notion by saying (1) this is the beginning of my glorification, (2) though it is through 
death. 

3) that the Son of man, etc. (v. 23), i. e. (a) that Greeks of their own accord show this 
interest is evidence (b) that my work is to attract humanity at large, and (c) that 
thus the moment is come when my glorification begins.* 

4) verily I say, etc. (v. 24), i.e. (a) I said, "glorified," but that glorification is depen- 
dent on my submitting to suffering and death, (b) be assured of this, however, that 
such an experience is not a peculiar one, it is true in the natural world, (c) and may 
well be true in the higher world too. 

s) he that loveth, etc. (v. 25), i. e. (a) the law holds in human life also, (b) for it is not 
selfishness but the giving up of self, (c) that gains for man the real prize — eternal 
life. 

6) if any man serve, etc. (v. 26), i. e. (a) you would be my servants, (b) then this law 
applies to you, you too must yield yourselves up for others, (c) thus the glorification 
will be yours also. 

7) now is my soul, etc. (v. 27), i. e. (a) I have spoken of my glorification, (b) yet that 
implies as its prelude, its means, intense suffering, (c) hence I am in anguish, etc. 

*Cf. Bruce, Training of the Twelve, p. 32if. 
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8) Jesus answered, etc. (v. 30), i. e. (a) the people think that somehow a divine message 
is brought to Jesus, (b) he replies, I do not need any assurance, I am serenely 
confident in Him, (c) but this divine manifestation was intended for you, (d) to 
teach you that the hour now beginning is a critical hour for you, etc. 

9) multitude therefore, etc. (v. 34), i. e. (a) he has spoken of the " Son of man " (v. 23), 
(b) whose exaltation was at hand, (c) but through a mysterious experience of 
suffering and death, (d) therefore they objected that Scripture taught the eternal 
reign of the Christ, (e) and scornfully declined to have anything to do with his 
" Son of man." 

10) Jesus therefore, etc. (v. 35), i. e. (a) their answer had shown their spirit to be (1) 
unsympathetic, (2) insincere, (3) scornful, (b) at a time when they may well be 
serious, (c) and therefore he replies to such a spirit, saying (d) make the best of this 
opportunity which is now brief, etc. 

3. Comparison of Material : 

1) With v. 25, cf . Mt. 10 : 39 ; Lk. 9 : 24. 

2) out of the law (v. 34), cf. 2 Sam. 8 : 13-15 ; Dan. 7 : 13, 14, etc. 

4. Manners and Customs ; 

1) Certain Greeks (v. 20), these were (a) converted heathen, (b) who worshipped at 
the Temple in Passover time, (c) proselytes, (d) what was their position, and their 
privileges ? 

2) grain of wheat (v. 24), learn something of the grains of Palestine. 

3) an angel (v. 29), note the Jewish views of angels. 

5. Literary Data : 

1) Note familiar words, " light," etc. 

2) Consider any marks of an eye-witness or personal relation to this scene, vs. 21, 22, 
etc, 

6. Review : 

The study of these points may be applied in a review of points 1 and 2. 



4. Religious Teaching: Fruit-bearing through death; real 
life in self -for get fulness and service to others ; Jesus the world's 
Saviour through the death of the cross ; fellowship with the Christ 
and honor with the Father through imitation of Jesus in his self- 
sacrifice — these are elements in the foundation principle of the 
universe in which God is the Life and man the highest manifesta- 
tion, namely ; — that submission to death is a condition of life and 
power. 

% 4. Chapter 12:37-50. 

Remark. — The three typical scenes selected by the evangelist close, so far as his pur- 
pose is concerned, the public ministry of Jesus the Christ. Hence he follows it up with a 
statement which is at the same time a lamentation and a judgment concerning the issues 
of this ministry. 
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I. The Scripture Material: 

i) Vs. 37, 38. In spite of his many signs they did not believe, in fulfil- 
ment of Isaiah's words, Lord, who has accepted our message as 
revealing thy power? 

2) vs. 39-41. On this account they could not believe, for Isaiah, with ref- 
erence to his glory, said, He has made it impossible for them to accept 
and be healed by me. 

3) vs. 42, 43. Still many rulers accepted him, though without declaring 
it ; they feared that the Pharisees would excommunicate them, thus pre- 
ferring man's glory to God's. 

4) vs. 44, 45. Jesus says. In believing on me and beholding me you be- 
lieve on and behold him that sent me. 

5) v. 46. I am here as a light, that believers on me may not dwell in the 
dark. 

6) vs. 47, 48. Though one neglect or refuse my word, I do not judge him, 
for I am here to save, but my word shall at last judge him. 

7) v. 49. For my word is a message from the Father who gave it to me 
to deliver. 

8) v. 50. I know that he has sent me with the message of eternal life and 
so I speak his message. 



2. The Writer's Solemn Summary : [And the writer con- 
cludes] In spite of all his "signs" they did not believe on 
him and, indeed, they could not, if prophecy was to be ful- 
filled. For Isaiah had Jesus' glory before him when he wrote 
such words as, "Lord, who of us accepted the message as 
from Thee ?" and again, "He hardened them in heart and 
life that they might not be saved by me." Still Jesus gained 
some among the leaders, who, however, with an eye to favor 
with man rather than with God, remained secret believers 
through fear of excommunication. 

Now this is the substance of his preaching: — "To believe 
in me means to believe in Him that sent me. So to behold 
me is to behold Him. I am here to reveal Him to men that 
they may not live blindly. They may not accept, they may 
refuse — but I pass no judgment, I am here to save. Still the 
time will come when my "word" shall judge them; because 
it is the Father's message (not mine) which He has bidden 
me proclaim, a message of eternal life, and so I give it just 
as He gave it to me." 
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3. Re-examination of the Material : 

1. Words and Phrases: 

1) Put out, etc. (v. 42), i. e. excommunicated from the church. 

2) glory of men (v. 43), i. e. either (a) the approval that men give, or (b) the glory that 
characterizes men, human glory, in distinction from the divine glory (holiness), (c) 
their desires and sympathies were more attracted by the one than by the other, (d) 
was this inconsistent with real belief ? 

2. Connections of Thought : 

1) For I spake, etc. (v. 49), i. e. (a) v. 48, not I but my word shall be the judge, (b) be- 
cause my word does not represent me, (c) but I have been told what to say, (d) by 
the Father who commissioned me. 

2) the things therefore, etc. (v. 50), i. e. (a) the Father has told me what to say, (b) the 
message offers and secures "eternal life," (c) therefore, because of both the source 
and the character of the message, I speak, etc. 

3. Comparison of Material : 

1) Make a study of the Old Testament quotations (vs. 38-41) ;— (a) their source, (b) 
their original meaning, (c) difference from the originals, (d) special points, e. g. (1) 
our report, (2) He hath blinded, etc., (3) I should heal, (4) saw his glory, (e) difficulties 
in the writer's use of these quotations and explanation thereof. 

2) Read Mk. chs. 11, 12, 13, 14 : i-n and (a) note the additional facts concerning Jesus' 
work during this period, (b) consider reasons for omission of these facts here (1) 
this gospel supplementary, (2) has a different purpose, (c) state some reasons for the 
selection of this particular material of ch. 12 by the writer of this Gospel. 

4. Literary Data : 

Andfesus cried, etc. (v. 44), note the difficulty, (a) the public ministry closes in 12 : 3 6, 
(b) the writer's words follow (vs. 37-43), (c) here Jesus speaks again (1) is this a re- 
suming of the speech ending in 36a or (2) is it a summary by the writer in Jesus' 
words of his chief teachings during this ministry, (3) with a view of making clear 
the kind of teaching which the " Jews " rejected > 

5. Review : 

This material of point 3 may be used in reviewing the work of 1 and 2. 



Religious Teaching : Jesus the Christ stood before the Jewish 
world and stands before us as the representative of the Highest and 
Holiest in human ideal and conception. His "word," i. e. his 
revelation of Himself, is God's "word" This "word" is for 
salvation or condemnation, according as we respond to it. Here is 
the test, Do we believe on Him as the Revealer of the Father ? 
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Re'sume'. 

JESUS MANIFESTED AS THE SON OF GOD. 

Part I. The Introduction. 

Division I. The "Word" and the World, i : 1-13. 
Division II. The " Word" is Jesus the Christ. 1 : 14-18. 



Part II. The Early Manifestation of Jesus and the Belief on Him. 

Division I. The Testimonies of John. 1 : 19-36. 

Division II. The Belief of the First Disciples. 1 : 37-51. 

DIVISION III. The First Sign in Galilee, 2 : 1-12. 

Division IV. The Manifestation injudea. 2 : 13-3 : 36. 

Division V. The Manifestation in Samaria. 4 ; 1-42. 

Division VI. The Second Sign in Galilee. 4 ■■ 43-54. 



Part III. The Central Manifestation and the Conflict. 

Division I. The Outbreak of Opposition at ferusalem. 5 : 1-47. 

§ 1. 5 : 1-9. The " Sign " on the Sabbath. 

§ 2. 5 : 10-18. The Protests of the "Jews." 

§ 3. 5 : 19-47. The Response of Jesus. 

IT 1. 5 : 19-30. " The Son and the Father are at One." 
"| 2. 5 : 31-47. " The Father witnesses to the Son." 

Division II. The Crisis of Galilean Faith. 6:1-71. 

The " Sign " — the Feeding of the Multitude. 

The outcome of the " Sign." 

Colloquy with the People ; " the Real Bread." 

Colloquies with the "Jews;" "Eating the Flesh and Blood." 

The Dark Issue and the Gleam of Light." 

Division III. Clearer Light and Sharper Conflict at Jerusalem. 7 : 1-8 : 59. 

§ 1. 7 : 1-13. The Situation at the Feast of Tabernacles. 

§ 2. 7 : 14-30. " I teach and come from God." 

§ 3. 7 : 31-52. The Attempt to Arrest him and its Failure. 

[§4- 7:53-8:11. The Episode of the Adulteress.] 
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